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Ref. No.: CIPI/2017/283
13-07-2017

Subject: LATEST NEWSLETTER
Dear All Members,
1. India overtakes china to top global retail index

India has surpassed China to secure the top position among 30 developing
countries on ease of doing business, according to a study that cited India's
rapidly expanding economy, relaxation of FDI rules and a consumption
boom as the key drivers. India's retail sector has been growing annual rate
of 20%.

2, Cil planning to eprrt to Bangladesh

NTPC Limited, the largest domestic customer of Coal India Limited (CIL),
has signed an agreement to establish a thermal power plant in Bangladesh,
and Coal India is expecting the power company to source coal to feed the
planned power plant in the neighboring country. The prospect of making its
first shipments of coal to Bangladesh would ease pressure from mounting
CIL pithead stocks and depressed demand for the fuel, responding to the
Coal Ministry’s prodding to step up exports of Indian coal.

3. Mango exports from Nasik rise

Nasik is fast emerging as an export hub for mangoes too. Last year, about
1,000 metric tonnes of mangoes were dispatched from Nasik and the figure
is expected to touch 1,500 metric tons this year. Farmers from Konkan,
Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and parts of Karnataka send their
produce to Nasik for treatment to make the fruit pesticide-free before it is
exported. The fruits are packaged at the pack-house of Halcon located at the
ICD and air cargo complex at Ozar before transported by road to Mumbai
airport and dispatched overseas. Mangoes grown across Maharashtra and
many other states are exported from Nasik.

4. Indians brace for Saudi ‘family tax’

Several Indians employed in Saudi Arabia are planning to send their
dependants back with the kingdom set to introduce, from July 1, a monthly
'dependant fee' for expats. The fee - 100 riyals (approx. Rs 1,700) per month
for each dependent — is likely to prove a big financial burden for the Indian
expats. At 41 lakh, Indians form Saudi Arabia's largest expat group. Saudi
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Arabia issues the family visa to people with a salary of 5,000 riyals (approx.
Rs 86,000) per month. So, an Indian expat living in the country with his
wife and two children would have to pay 300 riyals (approx. Rs 5,100) a
month. Moreover, this tax is set to go up by 100 riyals per dependant every
year till 2020. This means that, in 2020, a family would have to shell out
400 riyals (approx. Rs 6,900) for each dependant every month. To top it all,
this fee has to be paid in advance.

S Seaport immigration office opened at Vallarpadam ictt

A seaport immigration office was opened at the International Container
Transshipment Terminal, Vallarpadam. Earlier, officers from the
immigration office at Willingdon Island had to travel to the ICTT for
carrying out the formalities related to the arrival and departure of ships. On
an average, around 60 ships visit ICTT in a month and the Immigration
Department officers had to make around 120 trips each month to carry out
their duties. Earlier, officers from the immigration office at Willingdon
Island had to travel to the ICTT for carrying out the formalities related to the
arrival and departure of ships. On an average, around 60 ships visit ICTT in
a month and the Immigration Department officers had to make around 120
trips each month to carry out their duties. The office was opened at the ICTT
by the Cochin Port Trust with the support of India Gateway Terminal Pvt
Ltd, the operator of the terminal, and the Cochin Steamer Agents
Association. This would also help in quicker turnaround of vessels calling at
the ICTT, thereby pushing up overall utilization and efficiency.

6. Indian railways to track wagons with radio frequency tag

The Indian Railways will use radio-frequency identification tags (RFID) for
tracking of wagons, coaches and locomotives to ensure effective and
transparent functioning. Leveraging information technology in a big way,
the public transporter has issued instructions for equipping all wagons with
RFID tags to begin with. There are about 2.25 lakh wagons, 50,000 coaches
and 9,000 locomotives in the railways. Railways have sanctioned Rs 57
crore for the first phase of rollout of the system. The tag designed by the
Centre for Railway Information System (CRIS) is estimated to cost Rs 1000
per tag. Using RFID devices, it will be easier for the railways to know the
exact position of wagons, locomotives and coaches. While the RFID tag will
be fitted in the rolling stock, trackside readers will be installed at stations
and key points along the tracks to read the tag from a distance of about two
meters and transmit the wagon identity over a network to a central
computer.
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7. Spice jet becomes world's top airline stock with 124% gain in 2017

Two and a half years after Spice Jet Ltd was forced to ground its entire fleet
on its inability to pay a mere $2.2 million in fuel bills, the budget airline has
become the world’s best-performing airline stock—with $26 billion in plane
orders to boot. Spice Jet shares are the best performers on a Bloomberg
Intelligence index of airline stocks this year. The stock is up 124% in 2017
and has gained more than 800% since the company’s near-demise in
December 2014, giving Spice Jet a market value of $1.2 billion. India,
which was the world’s fastest growing aviation market last year, is crucial
for plane makers like Boeing Co. and Airbus SE, as airlines see increased
demand from the rising middle class. Demand has pushed Singapore
Airlines Ltd and Air Asia to set up local units that are grappling with poor
infrastructure, stiff competition resulting in below-cost fares and taxes that
make jet fuel the costliest in Asia. Spice Jet announced an order for the
latest variant of Boeing’s workhorse 737 model worth $4.7 billion, followed
up with an order for as many as 50 Bombardier Q400 turboprops worth $1.7
billion.

8. Final GST rates out, slabs fixed at 5%, 12%, 18% & 28%

A four-tier GST tax structure of 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%, with lower rates
for essential items and the highest for luxury and de-merits goods that would
also attract an additional cess, was decided by the all- powerful GST
Council. With a view to keeping inflation under check, essential items
including food, which presently constitute roughly half of the consumer
inflation basket, will be taxed at zero rate. The lowest rate of 5% would be
for common use items while there would be two standard rates of 12% and
18% under the Goods and Services Tax (GST). Highest tax slab will be
applicable to items which are currently taxed at 30-31% (excise duty plus
VAT). Luxury cars ,tobacco and aerated drinks would also be levied with an
additional cess on top of the highest tax rate. The long-delayed tax, which
would transform Asia's third largest economy into a single market, is
expected to boost revenues through better compliance while making life
simpler for business that now pay a host of federal and state levies.

No tax(0%)
Goods

No tax will be imposed on items like Jute, fresh meat, fish chicken, eggs,
milk, butter milk, curd, honey, fresh fruits' and vegetables, flour, besan,
bread, prasad, salt, bindi. Sindoor, stamps, judicial papers, printed books,
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newspapers, bangles, handloom, Bones and horn cores, bone grist, bone
meal, etc.; hoof meal, horn meal, Cereal grains hulled, Palmyra jaggery, Salt
- all types, Kajal, Children's' picture, drawing or colouring books, Human
hair

Services

Hotels and lodges with tariff below Rs 1,000, Grandfathering service has
been exempted under GST. Rough precious and semi-precious stones will
attract GST rate of 0.25%.

5%
Goods

Items such as fish fillet, Apparel below Rs. 1000, packaged food items,
footwear below Rs 500, cream, skimmed milk powder, branded paneer,
frozen vegetables, coffee, tea, spices, pizza bread, rusk, sabudana, kerosene,
coal, medicines, stent, lifeboats, Cashew nut, Cashew nut in shell, Raisin,
Ice and snow, Bio gas, Insulin, Agarbatti, Kites, Postage or revenue stamps,
stamp-postmarks, first-day covers

Services

Transport services (Railways, air transport), small restaurants will be under
the 5% category because their main input is petroleum, which is outside
GST ambit.

12%
Goods

Apparel above Rs 1000, frozen meat products , butter, cheese, ghee, dry
fruits in packaged form, animal fat, sausage, fruit juices, Bhutia, namkeen,
Ayurvedic medicines, tooth powder, agarbatti, colouring books, picture
books, umbrella, sewing machine, cellphones, Ketchup & Sauces, All
diagnostic kits and reagents, Exercise books and note books, Spoons, forks,
ladles, skimmers, cake servers, fish knives, tongs, Spectacles, corrective,
Playing cards, chess board, carom board and other board games, like ludo,

Services

State-run lotteries, Non-AC hotels, business class air ticket, fertilizers, Work
Contracts will fall under 12% GST tax slab
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18%
Goods

Most items are under this tax slab which include footwear costing more than
Rs 500, Bidi Patta, Biscuits (All catogories), flavoured refined sugar, pasta,
cornflakes, pastries and cakes, preserved vegetables, jams, sauces, soups, ice
cream, instant food mixes, mineral water, tissues, envelopes, tampons, note
books, steel products, printed circuits, camera, speakers and monitors, Kajal
pencil Sticks, Headgear and parts thereof, Aluminium foil, Weighing
Machinery [other than electric or electronic weighing machinery], Printers
[other than multifunction printers], Electrical Transformer, CCTV, Optical
Fiber, Bamboo furniture, Swimming pools and padding pools, Curry paste;
mayonnaise and salad dressings; mixed condiments and mixed seasonings

Services

AC hotels that serve liquor, telecom services, IT services, branded garments
and financial services will attract 18 per cent tax under GST, Room tariffs
between Rs 2,500 and Rs 7,500, Restaurants inside five-star hotels

28%
Goods

Bidis, chewing gum, molasses, chocolate not containing cocoa, waffles and
wafers coated with choclate, pan masala, aerated water, paint, deodorants,
shaving creams, after shave, hair shampoo, dye, sunscreen, wallpaper,
ceramic tiles, water heater, dishwasher, weighing machine, washing
machine, ATM, vending machines, vacuum cleaner, shavers, hair clippers,
automobiles, motorcycles, aircraft for personal use, will attract 28 % tax -
the highest under GST system.

Services

Private-run lotteries authorized by the states, hotels with room tariffs above
Rs 7,500, 5-star hotels, race club betting, cinema will attract tax 28% tax
slab under GST

9. NPPA gets GST ready; releases ceiling price of 761 medicines

10. GST effect: Drug shortage likely as stocks dip by 50%.
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Lupin founder and Chairman Desh Bandhu Gupta passes away
Legal tussle to recover Rs 3,500 crore: Daiichi moves NCLT to
block Fortis demerger.

Columbia Asia to invest Rs 400 cr on 2 new hospitals in India
NPPA fixes ceiling prices of 814 scheduled formulations

Govt plans to launch cheaper biosimilars for diabetes, cancer
Aurobindo looks to push deeper into EU, US over next 3-4 yrs
Essential drugs to be sold at non-GST price till August

Govt bars six more medical colleges from taking new admissions
Pharma sector yet to sync fully with the new regime

Now da Vinci Surgical Robot on wheels set to drive into smaller
towns

New WHO director from Ethiopia begins work

Jubilant Life Sciences gets USFDA nod for anti-depressive drug
22,970 students qualify for UG medical courses

Special medical board (SMB) to decide the fate of transferred
doctors

Open to changes in new standards for food supplements: FSSAI
Foreign investors allowed to buy up to 74% in Fortis Health

Sun Pharma to settle with some litigants in antitrust case

Poor quality drugs caused Niloufer maternal deaths: Doctors' panel
Rajasthan to hand over 50 urban primary health centres to private
players

Glenmark Pharma gets USFDA nod for hypertension medicine
FDA approves new treatment for sickle cell disease

Paperless Validation Software for the Pharmaceutical Industry
Veterinary doctors to be a part of National Disease Surveillance
Program ]

Doctors advise the need for proper communicati’on to tackle hospital
violence A

Chennai: Medical aspirants on edge as deadline looms

Doctors may get cadre like IAS, IPS



